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round the world, the movement for marriage equality has led to the legalisation of same-
sex marriage, allowing gay, lesbian and trans people the right to marry the person they 
love. As of July 2019, 32 countries either perform or recognise legal same-sex marriages. 

The laws have changed in a variety of ways, including legislation by the national or regional 
parliament, judicial decree, referendum or other popular vote, or by recognition through existing 
laws. 

A
In Australia, the process involved a painful and unnecessary public plebiscite, termed a “marriage 
survey” for political reasons. The plebiscite resulted in a vote that saw 61.6% of voters approve of 
same-sex marriage. Parliament finally passed the necessary amendments to the Marriage Act (by 
131 votes to 4) on 9 December 2017. Couples were allowed to marry a month later.

Opponents of same-sex marriage argue that “traditional marriage” has been around for thousands of
years. Traditional marriage, for them, is “one man and one woman, exclusively, for life.” Basing 
their claim on the Bible, they assert that this is the only valid form of human relationship. Religious 
organisations and churches have sought to prevent the reforms and have repeatedly denigrated 
same-sex couples (and their children) for their desire to access civil marriage and the legal 
guarantees that come with it.

However, so called “traditional marriage” is only one possible interpretation of the Biblical facts. 
Actually, marriage as practiced today is a relatively recent phenomenon and is largely the result of a
romantic 19th century dream. This roseate vision of “one man, his subservient housewife and their 
two children” was especially perpetuated in the 1950s and 1960s, an era many older conservatives 
fondly hark back to as “the good old days.” During much of the 20th century, despite many 
examples to the contrary, the Western dream (and more specifically, the American ideal) marriage 
consisted of the following steps:

1. Fall in love
2. Get married
3. Have sex
4. Bear children

In that order only. 

But for most of history, and across most cultures, this sequence was hardly ever the case. So-called 
“traditional marriage” (also known as “Biblical marriage”) is actually a recent development, and 
one that is being increasingly ignored anyway. 

Marriage Has Changed
In the 21st century, marriage has changed. Today more than 85% of Australians do not follow the 
traditional order above, including the majority of Christians. Cohabitation, sex before or without 
marriage, and children before marriage are the most common features of heterosexual relationships 
across the country. Where once, being “shacked up together” was considered socially abhorrent, 
and described by religious people as “living in sin”, now de facto relationships are considered 
normal and are treated equally in law as registered marriages. 

Unfortunately, the pendulum has swung so far in the other direction that we now have a society 
where all too commonly, people engage in sex without love, love without commitment, and 
children without a stable home or meaningful relationship.



Even the age at which people marry has changed. Marriage was considered mandatory for very 
young teenagers in ancient times, often as early as 12 or 13 years of age. In the 19th and 20th 
centuries, marriage was usually undertaken while people were in their early 20s at least. Now, 
however, the average age at marriage for men is 31, and for women it is 29.

Another change has come with marriage between different ethnic groups being common. Not so 
long ago, marriage between “white people” and “black people” was either discouraged or outlawed.
Anti-miscegenation laws to prevent “inter-racial marriage” in the USA were enacted from as early 
as 1691, only overturned as unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1967. Some Christian 
universities forbade dating between black and white people as recently as 2000 and some 
conservative church groups still discourage such marriages. The shame is that such racist attitudes 
are based on misunderstanding and misinterpretation of selected Bible texts.

Marriages were once considered only meaningful if conducted in a church by a minister or priest. In
2017, however, civil celebrants conducted nearly of 80% of marriages in Australia, most frequently 
in an outdoor setting. The trend to civil marriage parallels the increased secularisation of society 
and the continuing decline in both church membership and attendance across the population.

There are many ways in which the Bible cannot be a literal reference point or guidebook to modern-
day marriages. Since many Christians uphold “traditional marriage” as the only valid form of 
human relationship, we need to examine the Biblical examples of marriage.

Marriage in the Bible
Marriage in the Bible can best be summarised by saying, “It’s complicated.” There are at least 12 
different types of relationships mentioned in the Bible:

RELATIONSHIP PEOPLE INVOLVED BIBLE REFERENCE

1. One man and one woman Adam and Eve Genesis 1 and 2
2. One man, his wife, plus a dead 
brother’s wife (levirate marriage)

Tamar married first to Er, then Onan
Genesis 38:6-10 
Deuteronomy 25:5-10

3. One man, one or more wives 
plus concubines, and servants

Jacob, Gideon
Genesis 16:1-2; 29:28; 
30:1-3,9; Judges 8:29,30

4. Rapist and his victim
Man paid 50 shekels of silver to the 
father; divorce was forbidden

Deuteronomy 22:28-29

5. Man, a woman and her property
including slaves

Abraham, Sarah and Hagar Genesis 16:1-15

6. Man and his half sister Abraham and Sarah Genesis 20:12
7. Woman and her closest living 
male relative

Ruth and Boaz Ruth 4:1-22

8. Man and underage slave girl
After defeating the Midianites in battle, 
the Israelite soldiers took all the 
Midianite girls who were virgins 

Numbers 31:18; 
Deuteronomy 21:10-14

9. Man, wife and wife’s sister Jacob, Leah and Rachel Genesis 29:1-30

10. Soldier plus prisoner(s) of war
Israelite soldiers, including priests and 
Levites, after war with Midian

Deuteronomy 21:11-14 
Numbers 31:1-18

11. One man, many wives 
(polygamy)

Esau had 3 wives. David had at least 10 
wives, of whom 8 are named. 
Solomon famously had 700 wives and 
300 concubines.

Genesis 36:2-23
2 Samuel 3:2-5; 5:13
1 Kings 11:3

12. Male slave plus female slave 
who was the property of her 
master

Israelite slave was free after 6 years, but 
the slave’s wife and children belonged to 
the master and were not free

Exodus 21:4



None of the 12 types above are either approved or condemned in the Bible. Many of these 
relationships were non-consensual, and would have involved rape. The victim of rape had to marry 
the perpetrator, who paid the girl’s father 50 shekels to atone for his crime. Rape victims were 
assumed to be the one at fault. Some relationships involved children, specifically young girls. For 
example, when Isaac, aged about 40, married his cousin, Rebekah, (Genesis 24), she was probably a
young teenage girl, possibly as young as 10 years old. Marriage was customarily consummated, for 
women, by the age of 12 or 13, effectively eliminating premarital sexual relations. 

The Status of Women
With rare exceptions, marriage in the Bible does not consider a woman’s status as an individual. A 
woman’s identity was formed by her sexual relationship to a man: virgin daughter, betrothed bride, 
married woman, mother, barren wife or widow. Throughout the Bible, it was taken for granted that 
women (as well as children) were chattels, just as much as a house, cattle, sheep, and slaves or other
property. Women were reduced to objects, and because they belonged to one man, no other man 
could even desire them. Hence the tenth commandment, “You shall not covet your neighbour’s 
house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, 
or anything that belongs to your neighbour” (Exodus 20:17). Women were lumped together with 
donkeys.

Women (and children) were the possessions of their husband to do as he pleased. A woman’s status 
was defined solely by the relationship to her husband, and a divorcee or widow had no social 
standing and received no support. Because of the patriarchal nature of society, adultery was defined 
by the woman’s actions and women were automatically in the wrong. This is why Jesus refusal to 
condemn “the woman taken in adultery” in John 8:2-28 was such a revolutionary thought, and made
the Pharisees livid with rage.

Levirate Marriage
Levirate marriage was an ancient (and Biblical) type of marriage, known in many societies around 
the world. The term levirate has nothing to do with the Levites (who were the priests); the word 
levirate is from the Latin word levir meaning “husband’s brother”.  In this arrangement, the brother 
of a deceased man was obliged to marry his brother’s widow to produce heirs to his dead brother’s 
property. Levirate marriage has been practiced by societies with a strong clan structure in which 
exogamous marriage (i.e. marriage outside the clan) was forbidden. 

Among the ancient Israelites, the practice was mandated in Deuteronomy 25:5-10. The object was 
to produce children in the name of the deceased brother. The practice also provided protection and 
support for the widow. The best-known example of levirate marriage in the Bible is that of the 
widow Ruth to near-kinsman, Boaz.1 King David and Jesus were both descendants of this union.

Onan, the second son of Judah, was instructed to enter into a levirate marriage with Tamar after the 
death of his older brother, Er (Genesis 38:1-8). However, Onan refused to do so because it was in 
his own interests that his sister-in-law should remain childless. Onan would then inherit all his dead 
brother’s property. Instead of performing his required role of procreating children for his dead 
brother, he practiced a birth control method known as withdrawal (coitus interruptus) to prevent his 
Tamar conceiving. Onan was punished with death for his selfish action. 

In misreading this story, traditional Christian theology has considered the wasting of seed through 
any non-procreative sexual activity, including masturbation, to be a grave sin. The view persists to 
this day in the condemnation of any form of birth control, including condoms. During the 19th and 
20th centuries, well-meaning but ill-informed parents and pastors admonished generations of 

1 Strictly speaking, the marriage of Ruth and Boaz was not a levirate marriage. The book of Ruth records the fact that 
the male relative who should have performed the role of substitute husband declined. Boaz was the next nearest kin.



teenagers on the evils of “solitary vice.” Masturbation was supposed to result in everything from 
blindness to insanity. The scare tactics rarely made any difference. Instead, teenagers were loaded 
with guilt, which they carried into adulthood as a sense of shame about sex in general.  Far from 
being a prohibition against masturbation, the story of Onan illustrates the result of breaking the 
strong social and legal bonds of ancient Israelite society.

Polygamy
In ancient times, polygamy was common, especially among those who could afford it. And 
polygamy evidently was included in God’s plan for Israel – the 12 sons of Jacob were born to his 
two wives and two slaves. The 12 sons gave rise to the 12 tribes of Israel. Far from condemning the 
practice, the Bible regulated polygamy, apparently under God’s instructions (Exodus 21:10,11; 
Deuteronomy 21:15-17). The book of Leviticus contains instructions about who could and could 
not be included in a man’s harem (Leviticus 18:18). 

King David, who penned many of the Psalms, had multiple wives but is commended as a “man after
God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22). Solomon’s multiple marriages were condemned, not because 
polygamy was considered immoral, but because he married foreign women who worshipped idols 
and foreign gods (1 Kings 11:4). Solomon himself wrote several books of the Old Testament, 
including one of the most erotic love poems in ancient literature, the “Song of Solomon”. In the 
New Testament, John the Baptist called out Herod’s marriage to Herodias, not because Herod had 8
other wives, but because she was Herod’s brother’s wife (Matthew 14:1-12). Although not 
mentioned in the New Testament, polygamy continued in Judaism during the early Christian era.  
Jews were exempt from the Roman law requiring monogamy until the end of the 4th century AD.

Polygamy in the Bible was neither approved nor condemned. Instead, the practice was accepted as 
part of society and regulated to prevent abuse. The fact that many polygamous marriages recorded 
in the Bible resulted in family squabbles and tragedies hardly recommends the practice today. 
Biblical acknowledgement of cultural conditions should not be interpreted as a model for marriage 
today.

Marriage was a Property Arrangement
In ancient patriarchal society, men were in charge and women were subservient, confined to 
domestic duties. Women had no choice or say in marriage. They had no recourse under law and 
could not participate in the legal or contractual arrangements. The parents (i.e. the fathers) arranged 
marriages through a process of negotiation that included financial considerations. Love was 
considered useful but not required and anyway love followed marriage, if the couple were fortunate.

Marriages were the basis for exchange of property, often in the form of jewellery or land (from the 
bride’s family to the groom’s family) and/or a dowry (from the groom to the bride’s father). A 
suitable groom was selected on the basis of his wealth and potential earning power. The groom met 
his future wife for the first time at a ceremony and banquet for the exchange of gifts. The family 
and guests waited outside the bridal suite to check that consummation of the marriage actually took 
place.

The Old Testament reflects the contemporary cultural reality, and in doing so exposes the double 
standards of a patriarchal model for the home and family. Women were supposed to be virgins at 
marriage because the father could extract a higher price for his daughter. Women who were not 
virgins were of lesser value as spoiled merchandise, and could be stoned to death. Virginity was 
about ensuring that her children belonged to the right male and guaranteed the man’s inheritance, 
expressed as property (animals, servants and land). Men, on the other hand, were not required to be 
virgins and could have as many sexual partners as they liked, provided the women were not married
to anyone else.



Purpose of Marriage
Marriages were often for economic and political purposes between families, clans, tribes and 
sometimes countries. King Solomon contracted hundreds of marriages with rulers of foreign nations
as part of his diplomatic policy and his numerous wives were the basis of military and trade 
alliances. The wives came from the nations around Israel, including the Moabites, Ammonites, 
Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites (I Kings 11:1). Eventually Solomon had 700 wives in this way.

The goal of marriage was procreation. Women contributed nothing to the process and were seen 
merely as incubators for men’s seed. People in Bible times believed that male semen provided all 
the material required for producing children. The children would carry on the man’s name and 
maintain the family property. Preserving the family name was crucial because the name 
represented, not only a person’s identity and position within the tribe, but also the family property 
(land) and the very memory of the existence of the people within the family. Couples unable to bear
children were considered cursed by God. A man could divorce his wife if she was considered to be 
barren. Men were never considered barren, only women. 

The Bible not a Marriage Manual
The Bible is not a marriage manual but does contain historical records of marriage as a social 
institution in a very different cultural time. About the most we can conclude from the Bible’s 
descriptions of marriage, and the laws around it, is that marriage was generally conducted according
to the social, legal, and religious customs of the time. Once the marriage was formed, recognised, 
and accepted, the laws relating to it became binding upon the couple, and upon society in relation to
them as a married couple.

There are very few reference points from marriages in Biblical times to inform 21st century 
Christians on the subject. Marriage is still an evolving institution, a social construct that has been 
changing for the better ever since the beginning. Biblical marriage (whatever that means) was 
shaped by economic, social and financial factors that no longer exist. The Old Testament has no 
consistent model or coherent message on marriage.

Marriage in the New Testament
By the time of Jesus (first century AD) marriage was a mixture of Jewish, Greek and Roman ideas. 
The idea of monogamy (a man with only one wife) comes largely from the Romans. Marriages 
were still arranged, surrounded by a property settlement, and the groom paid a dowry. Society was 
gradually nudging towards monogamy, but polygamy still existed.

Jesus affirmed the union of Adam and Eve but said nothing new about marriage, except that people 
should not divorce (Matthew 19:1-10), a teaching widely ignored by Christian denominations today.
In condemning divorce, Jesus was mostly concerned for the welfare of women who would be left 
vulnerable since they could not usually earn their own money or inherit property.

The New Testament upholds both marriage and celibacy. Jesus was not married, (as far as we 
know) and he even suggested that some people could, or should, remain single (Matthew 19:12). 
Jesus also made an enigmatic statement that marriage was not part of God’s future kingdom (Luke 
20:34,35). The apostle Paul was not married, (he may have been divorced or widowed) and advised 
others to follow his example (1 Corinthians 7:6-8). His motive was that since Jesus was returning 
soon, Christians should not get tangled in the affairs of this life. 

In later Christian history, marriage was seen as carnal, earthly and therefore somehow borderline 
sinful, and was associated with desire and lust. Celibacy was considered spiritual, heavenly and 
more like Jesus. For many early Christians, devotion to God was more important than marriage, and
thus was born the concept of an ascetic life that characterised the monks and nuns of later ages.



For Paul, celibacy was the ideal. Marriage was the second choice for those who could not resist 
temptation. According to him, marriage was a concession to forestall lust and sexual immorality. “It
is better to marry than to burn with passion” (1 Corinthians 7:9). He taught that church officers such
as elders and deacons could only have one wife (1 Timothy 3:2, 12) but there is no mention of 
monogamy required for church members. 

If people did marry, certain obligations were expected:

 Husbands were to love their wives; wives were to obey their husbands (Eph 5:22-24)
 Women were the “weaker vessel” destined to be “ruled by men” (1 Peter 3:1-7)
 Men could satisfy their sexual desires; women provided legitimate heirs (1 Cor 7:3-9) 
 Divorce was only allowed for “sexual immorality” (Matthew 5:31-32)
 A man could not marry a divorced woman  (Matthew 5:31-32).

In New Testament times, marriage required many cultural practices that modern couples would 
consider objectionable. In addition, churches generally disagree with some of the theological 
undercurrents of marriage. For example, women were considered as objects of temptation, just as 
Eve was tempted in the garden of Eden (1 Timothy 2:14). Women were subject to their husbands 
and must submit to them (Ephesians 5:22). Men were saved by grace but women were saved by 
bearing children (1 Timothy 2:15). Women were considered “weaker vessels” (1 Peter 3:7) and 
were forbidden to teach in church (1 Timothy 2:12). Instead, women were to remain silent in church
(1 Corinthians 14:33-35) and to cover their heads (1 Corinthians 11:6). They were not permitted to 
wear jewellery or fancy clothes (1 Timothy 2:9). Men were in the image of God, but women were 
the glory of man (1 Corinthians 11:7-9). According to Paul, widows were a problem, and young 
widows were a particular nuisance (1 Timothy 5:9-15). Marriage was influenced by 
money/financial factors in ancient times, and many of Paul’s comments reflect the social, cultural 
and theological views of the time.

Models for the Christian
The result of this brief survey is to conclude that there is no consistent message about marriage in 
the Bible, despite proclamations by some churches. There are few applicable rules or prescriptions, 
only some general guidelines. The only model relevant for 21st century Christians is the relationship
between Jesus and Christians (the church), which Paul compares to a marriage (Ephesians 5:22-33).
However, because Paul’s comparison is laced with injunctions for wives to obey and submit to their
husbands, this passage is never read at weddings.

Surprisingly, the New Testament has very little to say about Christian marriage. While there are 
many commands for people to love each other, be kind and forgiving to one another, have humility 
and patience, these commands are for everybody, married or single. Most of the Bible readings read
at weddings have nothing to do with marriage, like the love between Ruth and her mother-in-law 
Naomi, or the love chapter of 1 Corinthians 13. However, some basic principles that apply to 
marriage do emerge from the Bible teachings, including:

 Love (Ephesians 5:25, 28)
 Lifelong commitment (1 Corinthians 7:10-11)
 Faithfulness to each other (Hebrews 13:4)
 Sacrifice for each other (1 Peter 3:7,8)
 Yield to each other in humility (Ephesians 5:21)
 Unity (Matthew 19:5,6)

Marriage Covenant
State involvement in marriage is a relatively recent development in the history of marriage. The first
laws to regulate marriage were introduced in England in 1753. Marriage licences (essentially, the 



state granting permission to marry) were progressively rolled out across the various states of the 
USA in the mid 1800s, primarily to prevent inter-racial marriage. Clearly, laws or governments do 
not make marriages. Nor does a piece of paper, in the form of a certificate, make a marriage. 

For all the pomp and ceremony of a church wedding, or the formality of a registry office wedding, a
ceremony does not make a marriage. Not even love makes a marriage, since arranged marriages in 
many African and Asian societies do not start out with love. Nor does sex make a marriage, 
although many would consider this to be the starting point of a relationship.

I would suggest that marriage begins with a covenant—a sacred promise between two people, that 
they will love, support and uphold each other through the circumstances of life (Malachi 2:13-16). 
And that covenant sustains the marriage through all the ups and downs of that shared journey. A 
covenant is more than a contract. A contract only covers foreseeable circumstances, while a 
covenant covers unforeseen circumstances. A covenant implies commitment to one another, 
whatever the circumstances, and through whatever life changes come their way.

Even though marriage in the Bible is complicated, especially in the Old Testament, there are broad 
principles that apply today. The teachings of Jesus, the apostle Paul, and other biblical authors, 
show that the core of Christian marriage is about making and keeping a covenant. A covenant of 
love between two people reflects God’s covenant of love for humanity. Marriage is based upon the 
ideals of permanence, commitment, love and faithfulness. Throughout the Bible, marriage is 
depicted as reflecting God’s covenant of commitment and love through Jesus Christ. 

Same-sex Marriage
Marriage between partners of the same-sex is not mentioned in the Bible. This is no surprise, since 
the sociological and cultural context, and the political and economic conditions of the day would 
not have recognised this form of relationship. However there are some outstanding examples of 
same-sex love in the Bible, most notable being the relationship between David and Jonathan. David 
described Jonathan’s love as “wonderful, more wonderful than that of women” (2 Samuel 1:26). 

Although homosexual behaviour is mentioned in 6 Bible texts, all such occurrences involve 
heterosexual people. All the references are negative and are in the context of rape, worship of idols, 
adultery and pederasty. Same sex behaviour in Bible times often involved exerting improper power 
over someone weaker, or exploiting a younger person. Everyone, both gay and straight, condemns 
such perverted morality, whether it takes place in a homosexual or heterosexual environment. The 
fact that the Bible condemns lustful homosexual behaviour no more invalidates same-sex love than 
the Bible’s condemnation of lustful heterosexual behaviour condemns opposite sex love. 

There is a huge difference between homosexual behaviour and homosexual orientation. Behaviour 
can be good or bad, helpful or harmful, immoral or righteous, but orientation is an innate, 
unchangeable and intrinsic part of a person’s personality, like eye colour or skin pigmentation. 
People with a homosexual orientation are just as capable of choosing to be straight as heterosexual 
people are capable of choosing to be gay. The difference between behaviour and sexual orientation 
was not available in Bible times. Too many people today still do not understand the difference and 
condemn gay people on the basis of their presumed behaviour. The Bible nowhere condemns gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, trans, intersex or queer people. Biblical condemnation of abusive behaviour does 
not invalidate the desire by same-sex couples for a loving, mutually supportive and monogamous 
relationship that is recognised by family and society. 

Nowhere does the Bible condemn the concept of same-sex love and there is nothing in the Bible 
that would exclude same-sex marriage. If anything, the New Testament embraces inclusiveness: 
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are 



all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Christian writers beginning with Paul have recognised that 
marriage is a profoundly spiritual relationship in which partners experience, through mutual 
affection and self-sacrifice, the unconditional love of God (Ephesians 5:21-33). God intends that 
marriage partners experience mutual joy, while at the same time provide both help and comfort to 
each other in both prosperity and adversity. All couples in loving and mutually supportive 
relationships should be able to enter into that experience.

Marriages should be based on a covenant of life-long commitment based on self-sacrificial love. As 
the Bible indicates, two people become “one flesh” in an unbreakable union. Their love relationship
reflects the selflessness of Jesus Christ, and the promises of God to all people. Same-sex couples are
just as capable, able and willing to enter into this kind of covenant and make the same promises as 
heterosexual couples. The principles of commitment, faithfulness, mutual support and sacrificial 
giving resonate just as much for same-sex couples as for opposite sex couples. Gay couples are 
equally entitled to receive the blessings and happiness that heterosexual couples receive through 
Christian marriage and have all the privileges and responsibilities of living out their covenant. 

In addition, same-sex couples, many of whom are bringing up children, are entitled to equal legal 
rights. They are entitled to the same provisions and protections under law as heterosexual couples, 
including decisions around child care and education, property rights and inheritance, financial and 
taxation benefits, healthcare directives and hospital visitation rights, estate planning and end-of-life 
decisions. In many of these areas, the legal definition of the “next of kin” is important and affects 
the status of both the partner(s) and the children.

The existence of same-sex love does not make “gay marriage” compulsory for opposite sex couples.
Nor does marriage equality force churches or ministers to conduct same-sex wedding ceremonies. 
The straight community should recognise that same-sex couples do fall in love and want to commit 
their lives to each other. Their marriage will have zero impact on the lives on straight people around
them. The world just needs to let them live their lives without interference and judgement, to “let 
them get on with it.” Same-sex marriage, although not discussed in the Bible, can fulfil the deepest 
principles of marriage. Christians can make room for acceptance and encourage the blessing of 
same-sex marriages while still holding on to the Bible’s authority.

Marriage has always been evolving to meet the needs of society. Christians can embrace the 
principles on which all marriages, both same-sex and opposite sex, are based, without forsaking 
their respect for Biblical authority. Love is a universal need for everyone and reflects God’s love. 
When a couple enter a relationship, they commit themselves to putting into practice the ideals of 
trust, meaningful communication, tolerance and mutual understanding. Even though not discussed 
in the Bible, same-sex marriage can fulfil the strongest principles and deepest essence of marriage 
according to scripture. Whatever relationship exists between two people takes, they will achieve the
greatest happiness when promises are made and received, and when those promises are lived and 
fulfilled. 

Conclusion
Those who claim that the only Biblical model for marriage is one husband and one wife apparently 
haven’t read the Bible or examined the well-documented sources describing life in antiquity. The 
fact that one form of relationship is culturally preferred, or is an economic necessity, does not make 
that relationship the only “right” way. While the majority of marriages in both in Biblical and 
historical times have consisted of a heterosexual couple – one man, one woman, exclusively for life 
– this does not negate the existence of equally valid forms of romantic relationships. 

After years of study and thought on this subject, I have changed my mind and come to believe that 
the Bible does not forbid other forms of relationships, including same-sex couples. When we 



recognise that “traditional marriage” is a myth, we can be better prepared to discuss what 
constitutes a family in the 21st century. Modern Christian families can be made up of gay couples, 
straight couples, single people in community, childless adults, foster parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and biological parents. Christians are defined, not by their family structure nor 
sexuality, but by their faith,.

This summary of Bible evidence was prepared using many different sources. Sources that deserve 
mention are:
http://wouldjesusdiscriminate.org/
http://www.gaychristian101.com/
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibl.htm#menu
https://www.sdakinship.org/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/freedhearts/
http://www.stopbibleabuse.org/
http://www.jeramyt.org/gay.html
http://hoperemainsonline.com/
https://www.gaychurch.org/   
http://www.gaymarriageandthebible.com/
https://www.dailydot.com/layer8/matthew-vines-biblical-case-for-gay-marriage/

http://www.gaymarriageandthebible.com/
https://www.gaychurch.org/
http://hoperemainsonline.com/
http://www.jeramyt.org/gay.html
http://www.stopbibleabuse.org/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/freedhearts/
https://www.sdakinship.org/
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibl.htm#menu
http://www.gaychristian101.com/
http://wouldjesusdiscriminate.org/
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